


Just as we are coming to terms with ‘swine fl u’ over on the other side of the 
Atlantic our American friends are having to contend with ‘dog fl u’. The virus is 
an Infl uenza A, subtype H3N8 which is almost identical to ‘horse fl u’ from which 
it has been assumed it has derived. The viruses surfaced in the United States 
a couple of years ago and is very similar to other types of fl u in many ways. It 
spreads from dog to dog either by aerosol droplet in the air or it can also be 
carried for short periods of time on clothes and hands. It is highly contagious 
and it is suggested that about 80% of contact dogs develop symptoms which 
include coughing, nasal discharge, lethargy and temperature rise. Unfortunately 
it can easily be confused with ‘kennel cough’. The virus 
will causes temporary ill health but the good news is 
that there are satisfyingly low mortality rates.

Further good news is that it doesn’t 
seem to infect humans and so far it hasn’t 
reached our British shores. Some are  
saying a similar fl u has been isolated 
from two packs of fox hounds in 
England but the assumption is that they 
caught the disease from horses and 
it didn’t appear to spread to other 
dogs.  However, this is another 
example of the changing form 
of fl u virus and the required 
continued vigilance of 
veterinary surgeons 
for new forms of the 
disease.
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Rabies has been confi rmed in the UK! Don’t get too worried with 
this alarmist headline as it is highly unlikely to affect any of us, but it is 
true. 

Rabies is a term we associate with an aggressive disease which 
affects dogs, foxes and cats in parts of Europe and it kills 55,000 people 
around the world every year, according to World Health Authority 
statistics. 

The Rabies virus can be passed to humans by direct saliva contact, 
usually in the form of a bite from an infected animal.There is more 
than one form of Rabies and the diseases are caused by a group of 
viruses called Lyssavirus’. There is a form of Lyssavirus known as 
EBLV-2 which is carried by Daubenton bats and since 1996 there have 
been seven known cases which suggests that there is an ongoing low 
incidence in them.

Bats infected with this virus tend not to show specifi c signs of 
Rabies and are not aggressive and will only bite if handled. As bats are 
protected species they should never be disturbed or handled unless 
found in ill health. Specialist advice should be sought but if handling 
is essential wear thick gardening gloves to prevent being bitten. We 
believe that Daubenton bats are not present in Guernsey.

It is important not to forget that Rabies is a world wide problem and 
that we are fortunate to live in a country which is effectively free from 
the aggressive form of this dreadful disease.

Rabies in the UK

Canine Infl uenza

As we enter our 91st year it is 
fi tting to remember that we are only 
here because of our clients and their 
animals. Mrs Lince has been coming 
to Isabelle Vets since 1945. She has 
kept a record of all of her much loved 
cats who have been through our 
doors and we would like to remember 
them.

Not forgetting numerous kittens, 
her two dogs, Skerry and Zoe, the 
goat, Christabel and many budgies, 
rabbits, hamsters etc. Thank you Mrs 
Lince!

1945 - 1949 Tiger Tim  
1940 - 1954 Wakey
1950 - 1953 Scatty   
1951 - 1954 Cobo Alice
1954 - 1973 Jasper  
1964 - 1974 Maggie
1968 - 1971 Timmy   
1971 - 1978 Smokey 1
1971 - 1976 Chivers  
1971 - 1972 Monty
1972 - 1983 Smokey 2  
1972 - 1980 Golly
1976 - 1986 Purrcy   
1982 - 1991 Flotsam
1982 - 1999 Jetsam  
1989 - 2007 Mittens
2007 -     Mrs.B.

A big thank you 
to Mrs. Lince!

Pussies galore!
Over 65 years Mrs. Lince 
has owned 17 cats.


